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•	Year 7 commences
•	Years 10, 11, 12 commence
•	New 8 & 9 Students (Padua IRC)

•	Years 8 and 9 commence

•	Term 1 ends

•	Term 2 begins

•	Term 2 ends 
(Years 11 and 12 finish after Exams)

•	Term 3 begins

•	Term 4 begins

•	Term 3 ends

•	Term 4 ends 
(Years 10-12 will finish early in December)



MacKillop Newsletter
2019 • Volume 17

Dear parents, teachers and students,

YEAR 12 RESULTS 2019

Congratulations to the class of 2019 upon achieving well beyond their expectations with 
their results. College Dux Darcy Lynch achieved the highest ATAR from a crowded field 
at the top. He and a number of other students were congratulated at the Recognition 
Of Excellence Ceremony hosted by the BSSS at Llewellyn Hall, ANU on Tuesday.

The class also achieved a record number of VET certificates across the courses offered 
at the school. This reflects the breadth of study pursued by senior students at MacKillop. 

Students received their results in hard copy on Wednesday morning in the Learning 
Commons at St Peter’s Campus. It was deeply affirming to be talking with students 
who had received ATARS in the 80’s rather than the 70’s as was expected. The hard 
work of the students and the support of their parents should not be overlooked in this 
achievement. The exceptional results the Class achieved in the AST exams allowed “all 
boats to rise”. The skilled approach to AST preparation by the staff was critical to this 
outcome. 

Those students who will follow the Class of 2019 will be learning from talented teachers 
who are experts in providing support, engagement, knowledge and skills that will carry 
them to high achievement. The Mentoring Program, the Academic Resource Centre and 
other facilities including the arrangement of resources in the Learning Commons will 
provide excellent support for them as well.

All staff should be delighted with the achievement of their students. 

I would like to wish all members of the College community a safe and happy break.

Yours in St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,

MICHAEL LEE
COLLEGE PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPAL’S PRAYER
Lord, 
Keep our students and their 
families safe during the 
school holiday break.
Amen.

“College Dux 
Darcy Lynch 
achieved the 
highest HR from 
a crowded field at 
the top.”

Principal’s

Letter
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Christopher Caruana

the principal’s award

Felix Huber

st mary mackillop college 
creative arts award

Rebecca Zivkovic

ROHAN SCHULTZ ‘per 
ardua ad astra’ Award

(Joint winner)

Darryl Maningding

st mary mackillop award 

for christian leadership

Will Granger

TEGAN BLUNT SOUTHERN 
CROSS SPORT AWARD

Georgia Riley

ROHAN SCHULTZ ‘per 
ardua ad astra’ Award

(Joint winner)

Darcy Lynch

sr noelene quinane award 
for academic excellence

Zachary Robb

JODIE HIGGINS CALTEX BEST 
ALL-ROUNDER AWARD

(Joint winner)

Audrey Kent

JODIE HIGGINS CALTEX BEST 
ALL-ROUNDER AWARD

(Joint winner)

YEAR 12 PERPETUAL AWARDS
FOR THE CLASS OF 2019

YEAR 12 PERPETUAL AWARDS
FOR THE CLASS OF 2019
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“ I shocked myself by 
getting 10 points above my 
estimate… My mom was so 

happy, she started crying 
while I couldn’t talk.” 

Olivia Pereira

“ Without the workshops I 
don’t think we would have got 

the results.” 

Hannah McGee

“ I got an ATAR that was a 
lot more than I expected.” 

Benjamin Slater

“ I can’t believe how fast 
those two years went.”

Isabelle Miller

“ The AST workshops really 
did help when it was time to 

sit the AST.” 

jONathan Nemec

STUDENTS REACTIONS
TO THEIR ATARS

STUDENTS REACTIONS
TO THEIR ATARS
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Year 12 Graduation Mass
and Awards
Wednesday 4 December was a wonderful day of celebration as we congratulated and farewelled the 
graduating class of 2019.  The day commenced at Holy Family Church to celebrate the Eucharist 
and give thanks for the past six years at St Mary MacKillop College.  The graduating class received 
prayers and a blessing from the Mackillop community as the students prepare to embark on their 
new journey beyond school.  Celebrations continued after Mass when the recipients of the Perpetual 
Awards were announced and all warmly congratulated on their fine achievements.  
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Year 12 Formal
Year 12 continued to impress right to the very end as they made their entrance 
on the red carpet at formal that evening.  The formal commenced with a 
presentation of each graduating student where each received their Graduating 
Student Portfolio from Mr Michael Lee and their respective Pastoral Teacher.  A 
three-course meal was enjoyed by all after the presentations followed by dancing 
to their favourite tunes.  A final dance was enjoyed by both staff and students 
together which was a great way to mark the end of Year 12’s time at MacKillop.  
Congratulations and best wishes to the graduating students of 2019!

Lyndall de Ambrosis • Year 12 Coordinator
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Would you like to host a French Exchange Student?

On Friday 6 December, Defence students gathered for our last 
morning tea of the year. Pizza was collected and transported back 
to the classroom where students and their friends enjoyed a catch up 
and an end of year wrap up from Mr. Bowen. A few of our students 
have moved throughout the year as part of the posting cycle, and 
today was no exception. We said our goodbyes to two more of our 
students making interstate moves, Danica and Tahlia, and wish them 
all the best!

Are you a student with parents in full time uniformed positions in the Army, Navy or RAAF? Or have they recently left the 
services? If so, make sure you stay tuned to announcements for morning teas, excursion and events.

Garry Bowen • Defence  Transition Mentor

When are they here?  12th – 25th February 2020
Who is visiting?  20 students (male and female) from MacKillop’s sister school - Institution St Joseph’s, Le Havre, France
What are the benefits of hosting an exchange student?
MacKillop students will learn about French culture and way of life.   MacKillop students will make a lifelong friend with someone on 
the other side of the world. They may even travel to France to visit them soon! 
Further details

The College is grateful for the generosity of MacKillop families in supporting the visit of students from our sister schools. The visiting 
French students need somewhere safe and welcoming to stay during their visit to Canberra.  The French students will attend classes 
at school and participate in excursions organised by the College.  

If you are interested in this opportunity, or would like further information, please email Mr Peter Johnson before the end of the 2019 
school year at peter.johnson@mackillop.act.edu.au  

Defence Students

Students Exchange



Adopt-a-Ward 
Year 10 students collected over 300 donated items to provide to 
wards of The Canberra Hospital’s Adopt-a-Ward program. The year 
group adopted four wards: general medicine, oncology, orthopedics 
and aged care. In appreciation for the hard work and long shifts over 
the holiday season, students also created Christmas video messages 
for the staff of the Hospital. Canberra Hospital invited students to 
formally present these donated gifts to staff members of the wards.  
A group of Year 10 students met with staff of the Canberra Hospital 
to exchange gifts and witness the impact that they have had on 
the lives of others. Staff of The Canberra Hospital Foundation were 
overwhelmed by the generosity of the MacKillop community and 
grateful for the ongoing support and connection to our College.

Peter Johnson • Year 10 Coordinator

Market Day
Market Day was held on Thursday 5 December. The event is a small-scale 
version of MacKillop Day, held on the Padua Campus at the end of the 
year as one last event to support the College’s House Charities. Students 
in Years 7-9 created a range of stalls for the day, selling food and drink and 
providing entertainment through events like the photo booth, sponge throw, 
sports games, and various competitions for prizes. Students also performed a 
concert to close the day.

Congratulations to Mr Jeremy Margosis and the Padua Campus SRC for 
their leadership in organising Market Day.
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The Love and Peace of 
Christ at Christmas

Our Christian tradition notwithstanding, Christmas can be a challenging time. For those on the margins, in poverty or the homeless these challenges 
speak for themselves. But for those of us more fortunate, Christmas can still carry some weight. It comes at year’s end; even a good year at its 
conclusion can carry a mixture of elation and exhaustion. Add to the mix the consumerist trappings, the at times incongruous lyrics of carols blaring 
out nearly everywhere you need to purchase something when Australia is having anything but a white Christmas in this terribly dry weather. And of 
course, there is the desire to make this season as joyous as possible for those we love since the expectation is that this is precisely what it should be, 
right at the time when it is forgivable to want to ‘switch off’.
This same mix of elation and exhaustion is atypical for those who work in education, not just teachers, but all the staff who work to create an 
environment where students have the opportunity to achieve success, feel safe and included and in our case, know that they are loved by God. And in 
this latter point, dare I say we are advantaged in being able to draw on our faith to reflect and evoke the real meaning of Christmas; that of love and 
peace through Christ.
Christ is in our presence, yet Christmas is also a time of immanence, awaiting His coming, and a time of our petition for Him to come. This very idea 
drew me to undertake a simple yet powerful Christian meditation as staff commenced Professional Learning Week involving nothing more than 
controlled breathing, silence and internally focusing on four simple syllables as a mantra: “Ma-ra-na-tha”. Maranatha is the language of Aramaic, the 
language Christ spoke. It can be translated in three similar ways, but with slightly different contexts: “the Lord is coming” (immanence), “the Lord has 
come” (presence), “come, Lord” (petition).  
Christ is the King of peace. He says to us “come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” (Mtt 11:28) and “I love you just as the 
Father loves me” (Jn 15:9). We can be unburdened through Christ’s love in turn and we can unburden others with that same love since we know Him. 
This is the joy of Christmas; in the immanence of His coming, His constant presence to give us rest, and through our petitions, love and peace. If we 
only take a moment to step back, to retreat, between all the white noise of the end of year, we can hear Christ’s immanence and presence; elation and 
exhaustion becomes elation and peace. Peace and love to everyone for a safe, holy and peaceful Christmas.

Come, Lord

The Lord is coming 

The Lord has come

Maranatha!       

Jonathan Moyle • Assistant Principal Faith Leadership
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Charity Fundraising 
at MacKillop

Throughout Term 4 the focus of charities has shifted to the St Vincent De Paul Christmas Appeal. A large number of children’s 
gifts and food items were generously donated by students to assist those in need within our community at Christmas. The 
donations were handed over to the Vinnies Calwell Chapter on the last day of school at the Padua Campus.

In addition, MacKillop students raised the following amounts for charities over the course of 2019:
 
- Over $16,600 for Project Compassion
- Over $28,000 for the Cancer Council through Relay for Life (by Year 12 students)
- Over $11,300 for the Tegan Blunt Fund from MacKillop Day
- Almost $13,500 through the House Charities and Market Day.
Students have wholeheartedly supported the College charities throughout the year and in doing so raised a total of $69,467.

House Charity Shield

MacKillop School 

Status Awards

Ngadyung were announced as the winners of the House Charity Shield 
for 2019 after the end of Year Mass for students in Years 7, 8 and 9. It 
is the fourth time that Ngadyung has won the shield in the past 5 years 
having raised the highest amount across all charities for the year.  The 
money raised for the House charities will be divided evenly meaning 
that; Veteran 360, The Ricky Stuart Foundation, Rise Above and 
Headspace will each receive $3,370. 

In preparation for the 2020 school year, many students may be in a 
position of needing to purchase new school shoes. The policy regarding 
school shoes is outlined on the College Website and in the Student 
Diary. An information page in this Newsletter is designed to assist 
parents and students in clarifying what is suitable in order to avoid any 
confusion. 

Congratulations to Jake Keen (9W1) who was presented with Gold Status last week.

Lachlan McNicol • Assistant Principal, Pastoral Care
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School Fees
It is now time to review all existing Direct Debit payments for 
2020.  If you currently pay fees by Direct Debit please email 
the Accounts Office at jayne.limbrick@mackillop.act.edu.au 
for a new calculation of payments.  

Bpay calculations are also available for parents choosing to 
pay by this method.

The 2020 Fee Schedule is now available on our website 
www.mackillop.act.edu.au

Please finalise any outstanding 2019 fees immediately. 

Michelle Predovan • Fees Manager

Community News
ACT SECONDARY BURSARY SCHEME 2020
The ACT Secondary Bursary Scheme can provide financial support for 
students in Year 7-10. Application forms are available at all Primary 
Schools, High Schools, Centrelink Regional Offices and online at 
http://education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/financial-assistance

HOLIDAY CRICKET CAMPS & T20S
The Team at Pro Performance Cricket are excited to announce our 
upcoming Holiday Cricket Camps & T20s. Catering for ages from 6 – 
15 we offer intensive individual and group skill development for all ages 
and stages across all facets of the game. With an excellent coach to 
player ratio and incorporating current and former first class cricketers 
it’s a perfect environment for the kids to get up close and personal with 
the Pro’s while having heaps of fun, making new friends and taking their 
game to a new level.
 

VOLUNTEER DURING HOLIDAYS
The 27 Vinnies shops across the Canberra/Goulburn region are looking 
for volunteers to help in January. There are a variety of roles available 
– retail assistants, general hands (lifting and carrying!), and sorting 
donations. If you are interested, please call 02 6234 7348 , email 
volunteer@svdp-cg.org.au  or drop into your local Vinnies. You can find 
your nearest Vinnies shop by visiting www.vinnies.org.au/shops

PARENTLINE
Parentline is the only free telephone counselling service for 
parents and carers in the ACT.  Assisting and supporting parents 
with ideas about raising children.
Phone: 6287 3833






