
	
	

 

 
 

 
 
26 January 2023 

 
 

Announcement of Australia Day Honours: 
Michael Lee OAM 

 
 

Dear Members of the St Mary MacKillop College Community, 
  
It is my pleasure to inform you that in the Australia Day 2023 Honours List announced today, Mr 
Michael Lee has been awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM). The Order of 
Australia recognises the outstanding and meritorious service of our nation’s citizens and the 
citation for Michael’s award is: For service to education. 
  
This is an outstanding recognition of Michael’s career in education extending over four decades. 
For the past 25 years, Michael has led three Catholic schools in the role of Principal, the last 15 
of which have been at St Mary MacKillop College. 
  
Michael has been the longest serving Principal of this school and his leadership has overseen 
growth and improvement in many areas. His vision and strategic thinking, coupled with the 
passion and energy that he brings to his work, have benefitted thousands of students who have 
passed through MacKillop. Michael’s commitment to inclusion and diversity has made the 
College accessible to all students, providing an environment where they can flourish. He has 
been a strong advocate for the College in the broader community, establishing and enhancing 
relationships with many Catholic and secular organisations. Michael has also developed the 
capacity of staff, with the ability to nurture and mentor teachers at all stages of their careers. 
  
Michael’s record of contributing to education is much broader than his role description. This 
award acknowledges his impact beyond the role of Principal. Michael has served in numerous 
roles to develop the profession and support his colleagues. Some of the positions that Michael 
has held, or continues to hold, include: 

• ACT Director of Catholic Secondary Principals Australia (CaSPA) 
• Principal Union Representative for the Independent Education Union 
• Member of the Catholic Education Commission (Archdiocese of Canberra and 

Goulburn) 
• President of the ACT Principals’ Association 

 
The extent of Michael’s contribution to the teaching profession has already been recognised 
when he was created a Fellow of both the Australian College of Educators and the Australian 
Council for Educational Leaders. He was a finalist in the inaugural Australian Secondary 
Principal of the Year in 2011 and he has a lengthy record of commitment to Professional 
Learning over 40 years. 
  



This distinguished award is a fitting recognition of a career given in service to the development 
others through education – a career that will hopefully continue for some time yet! 
  
I am sure you will join with me in congratulating Michael Lee (OAM) on this very significant 
honour. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Lachlan McNicol 
Deputy Principal 
Head of Campus, St Peter’s Campus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


